
The idea for this show began with the desire to see the range and abundance of approaches that arise 
from one of the most fundamental modes of art making- basic drawing.  We thought it would be illuminat-
ing to see how different artists used drawing in their practice.  Living in New York we are surrounded by 
an amazing peer group of artists and we wondered how drawing functioned for them especially since it’s 
oftentimes a part of their process that is not shown. As a way to focus this conversation we applied narrow 
material parameters:

- All work is A4 (8.5 x 11 inches) or smaller
- All work is black, white or grey-scale
- All work is an original piece on a single sheet of paper 

From this simple source comes an extravagant array of approaches from the diaristic to the diagrammatic 
and spans from elegant and refined finished works to raw gestural explorations.

The notion of Prime Matter as a material that carries within it the potential for any other form originates 
with Aristotle.  This idea is elaborated on by Thomas Aquinas in his explanations of change, and in the 
alchemical tradition as a raw material that has within it the components for all other forms, including the 
perfect form.  The wild diversity that arises from this fundamental mode of art-making is a corollary to 
this ancient notion of potentiality of matter.   
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